CELLISSIMA!

Cello Quartet

It all began with three passionate women: Anne Gastinel
(France), Natalie Clein (England) and Raphaela Gromes
(Germany). At a cello festival in Taiwan in autumn 2025,

these three met for the first time — and in that first moment
of musical dialogue, human connection and mutual
admiration, they knew immediately: this cannot stay a
fleeting encounter. They wanted to meet again, to create
something lasting together. They decided then and there:
let us add a fourth voice. And so they turned to their dear
colleague and friend, Emmanuelle Bertrand (France),
inviting her into the fold. The result: a quartet of four
remarkable solo cellists, each with her own voice, each
bringing a distinct character, and together creating one
radiant musical whole.

What defines this quartet is not only virtuosity, but a
profound sense of mutual support and shared curiosity —
four women who listen, uplift, and breathe as one. Each
brings her own sound world and interpretive voice, and
together they embark on a journey of free, expressive,
sung-tone music making, following where the phrasing
wants to go, exploring timbre and breathing life into every
bar. What unites them is a deep love for the music itself
and a humility before the intentions of the composers
whose voices they bring to life.

Their collaboration is a celebration of musical sisterhood
— a festival of artistry, femininity and freedom. It is not
about competition but communion, not about uniformity
but about unity through individuality.



One of Fra most admired cellists, renowned for the nobili |
and depth of her sod Her artistry combines elegance with
emotional truth, earning her distinction as both performer and
mentor. She is a professor at the Conservatoire National Supérieur
de Musique de Lyon and a regular juror for major international

- competitions an artist who embodies the French cello tradition at
its most refined.







Raphaela Gromes
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